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The flood of spring migration is once again upon us, trees and flowers bloom in
great profusion, and we are witness to the great pageant of new growth and life
around us. We too must renew our efforts to see that this continues for the
benefit of our children and grandchildren and all those who shall follow in our
footstep& in coming years,

PROGRAM NOTE: Last program of this year will be on May 25th, 7:30 PM in Room
: J203 at Stockton State College. Ralph and Marion Bartlett will
present a more personal look at Alaska as a counterpoint to our

first program,

FIELD TRIPS: May 14. Spring warblers. Meet in parking lot of the Brigantine
Wildlife Refuge at 6:00 AM. We need an early start to catch these
early birds.

May 22: Canoe trip. Meet at Atsion Lake on Rt., 206 in parking lot
across from dam, at 9 AM. Bring lunch and a change of clothes in
a plastic bag with a length of rope to tie it fast in case of
spills. Contact Shirley DeMill at 641-T7039 for other details.

June 4: Flower walk with Gil Cavileer, Meet at 9 AM in the
parking lot of the Port Republic Church.

We are still looking for more people who might be interested in joining Audubon.
If you know of anyone, please give their name and address to Ruth Stamps or pick
up an application to give them yourself along with a personal invitation to join,
The larger our numbers, the more forceful a voice we can muster where needed.

ELECTIONS

At our April meeting, the annual elections were held with the result that the
following individuals were unanimously elected to their respective offices,

President-elect: George Bassett (also a director)
Vice=President: Sherri Hamer

Secretary: Nora Delasantro
Treasurers: Joe Delasantro, Jr.
Directors: June Bancroft, Edgar Bristow, Schuyler Dawson,

Jerry Schonleber,
Appointed as committee chairpersons for the coming year are the following:

Education: Mark Pokras Ways & Means: Sherri Hamer
Publicity: Shirley DeMill Membership: Ruth Stamps
Program: George Bgmsett Newsletter: Ed Bristow

If you have any questions or suggestions falling into any of these areas, please
contact the appropriate chairperson or one of the officers., Kemember - this
society belongs to all its members, so speak up.




SPECIAL EVENTS

The Atlantic Audubon Society will provide an informational booth at the Ocean
City Flower Show which will be held on the Ocean City Music Pier June 11th and
12th. Hours will be 1 PM to 10 PM on the 11th and 1PM to 4 PM on the 12th. We
will need volunteers to help man the booth during those hours, so please let us
know if you can spare a couple hours., We would especially appreciate having
some of our members from Ocean City in this capacity.

POKOMOKE WEEKEND - A GREAT SUCCESS

Twenty members joined for a most delightful and successful weekend trip to the
Delmarva area for birding in Pokomoke Swamp, Chincoteague Refuge, Blackwater

- Refuge, and Bombay Hook Hefuge. Over 150 species of birds were seen by various
members of the group. This year we were blessed with beautiful sunny weather
for the entire weekend, which helped no end in everyone's enjoyment.,

BIRD IDENTIFICATION COURSE

Another successful course is coming to a close, with some enthusiastic new bird
watchers added to the growing numbers., Led by Mark Pokras with the help of some
othersof oirexpert birders, the members of the class have learned a good deal about
birds as well as how to identify them in the field. I would urge you to consider
this next year if you feel a little lost in the field.

CLEAN-UP_PROJECT

OQur clean-up project at Jeffers Landing Road in Scullville was a great success
thanks to the eager crew who braved broken glass, briars, and poison ivy to clean
out all the debris and trash that could be removed by hand. We shall return later
when heavy equipment is available to clear the larger material, As a result of
George Bassett's course at Mainland Regional (which used this as their study area)
and our clean-up project, we have benefitted financially thanks to the generosity
of George and the Natural Lands Trust of Philadelphia in matching the amount which
derived from the course,

REMINDERS

Letters are still needed on several topics., Please continue to push the Alaska
National Interest Lands bills S-500 and HR-39, See last newsletter for details,
Letters are also needed to support President Carter in his actions to cut funding
for many water projects which no longer make economic or environmental sense,
Energy conservation, which Audubon as well as other organizations have been pushing
for years appears to be finally coming into its own. Your efforts will be needed
to insure that such programs are effective and are carried through, since there
will be much opposition from folks with vested interests.

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

As Atlantic Audubon approaches the end of its third year, it is clear that enthusi-
asm for our activities is widespread. Many people have contributed their time and
energy to get Atlantic Audubon off to a strong start. Our continued growth is evi=-
dence of their hard work and solid commitment. Many of you have also helped in less
official ways, and the reward comes in the form of a stable, growing, active chap-
ter.

Special thanks go to the following who have served Atlantic Audubon Society during
the past year: Sherri Hamer, VP; Mike O'Brien, Becretary; Joe Delesantro Jx;
Treasurer; Pat Bristow, membership chairperson; Ed Bristow, Editor, program chr.,
and director; Jim Akers, conservation chairperson; Bud Bgrtlett, Alaska Issues
chairperson; Mark Pokras, education chairperson; Fred Hgmer, field trip chair=
person; Shirley DeMill, publicity chairperson; Anita Bgpyer, hospitality chair-

eueevse. 3, 2%3 , Jae M.) m& =l Scl.n]fw




person; and directors George Bassett, Ruth Stamps, Bill Schipper, and Joe
Delesantro, Sr.

NEW _JERSEY COUNCIL OF AUDUBON CHAPTERS

Atlantic Audubon served as host for the March quarterly meeting of the council,
meeting at Stockton College., Martha Pokras served as chairperson with six other
members helping as hosts. Attending were Dick Martyr, NAS regional rep., Dick
Farrar of New Jersey Audubon Society, Ms. Joan Galli and Joanne Frier of the

N. J. Endangered & Non-Game Species, plus representatives of four other chapters
plus Delaware Audubon Society.

Presentations were made on the Endangered and Nongame Species Project and a film
was shown on Osprey egg transplants., Further reports were provided on reptile and
amphibian projects, the peregrine release program, and shore birdnesting which

we have been involved., Dick Martyr provided an-update on National Audubon changes
including some new high level promotions, Dick Farrar reported on NJ Audubon work
in endangered and nongame programs, including their efforts to provide matching
funds to support research biologists.

Lynne Frink of Delaware Audubon provided a run-down on their efforts to save birds
oiled in the December 1976 Mgrcus Hook o0il spill with a discussion of what they
had learned. A seminar was later held to provide some advanced training before
the next disaster,

Further discussion were held on the Pine B rrens, fund raising, program ideas,
and other common interests, It is hoped that these meetings will help coordi-
nate all Audubon efforts within New Jersey so that we can exert maximum pressure
when needed.

FROM OTHER PAGES

AUDUBON LEADER: "Islands of Life; the National Audubon Sanctuaries" is an illus=-
trated booklet available from National Audubon describing the unique system
of wildlife preserves which every Audubon member has a stake in, Included
are listings for 63 National Sanctuaries plus a short list of chapter sanc-
tuaries, %1 from the Public Information Department.,

Conservation News (NWF): April 15th issue provides a summary of a GAO report on
the loss of soil from farms in several areas. A random survey indicated
that the average loss was over five tons per acre per year. They pointed
out the need for much more vigorous work by the Soil Conservation Service
in conserving soil rather than trying to further boost production. Many
conservation organizations have been trying to point this out in recent
years with little success., Congress is now beginning to look into ways of
changing this around.

FINAL NOTES
Remember to renew your membership when it comes due. 'That return from your dues is
what keeps our activities funded,
Find a new member - the more numerous we are, the stronger our voice will become,
Support your elected officers and committee chairpersons -~ they can all use help.

If you have ideas on programs, field trips, activities, etc., please bring them to
the attention of any of the chapter officials., Remember, our Board meetings on the
second Wednesday of each month is always open to anyone interested in what goes on.




